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REPORT. 


Washington  Citv, 


To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of- — 


Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  my  first  Report  as  the  Agent  for  Inter- 
national Exchange  for  the  State  of 

In  this  Report  will  be  considered — 

I.  The  action  of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States  in  rela- 
tion to  Exchanges. 

II.  The  action  of  the  State  Legislatures  upon  the  same  subject. 

III.  A development  of  the  plan,  showing  the  mode  in  which  the  opera- 
tions of  Exchange  are  to  be  conducted;  its  expenses;  the  sources  upon 
wdiich  it  relies  for  revenue;  the  advantages  to  trade  to  be  expected  from 
its  full  realization;  and,  lastly,  the  moral  bearing  of  the  subject. 

These  subjects  will  be  treated  as  briefly  as  their  clear  exposition  will 
permit;  and  I earnestly  invoke  for  them,  in  advance,  your  candid  and  fa- 
vorable consideration. 

I.  Upon  my  first  visit  to  America,  in  the  year  1840,  I submitted  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  a memorial,  laying  before  that  honorable 
body  the  outline  of  my  system  of  International  Exchange,  and  praying  that 
its  consideration  might  be  referred  to  an  appropriate  committee,  in  order 
that  such  measures  might  be  taken  for  its  establishment  as  the  committee, 
in  its  wisdom,  should  deem  expedient.  This  memorial  was  presented  on 
the  5th  of  February,  1840.  It  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  which  brought  in  a favorable  report,  and  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  both  Houses: 

“1.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Librarian,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  be  [authorized]  to  ex- 
change such  duplicates  as  may  be  in  the  Library  for  other  books  or  works. 

“2.  That  he  [be  authorized]  in  the  same  way  to  exchange  documents. 

“3.  That  hereafter  fifty  additional  copies  of  each  volume  of  documents, 
printed  by  order  of  either  House,  be  printed  and  bound  for  the  purpose  of 
exchange  in  foreign  countries.” 

Encouraged  by  this  liberal  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I returned  to 
France,  in  the  expectation  that  the  most  flattering  tokens  of  the  apprecia- 
tion by  the  American  nation  of  the  kindly  feelings  of  the  French  would 
follow  me,  and  afford  substantia]  aid  in  my  new  labors  in  consolidating  my 
system  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But  owing  to  the  employment 
of  the  word  “authorized,”  instead  of  “directed,”  in  the  resolutions,  no- 
thing was  accomplished;  and,  after  an  absence  of  eight  years,  w'hich  were 
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devoted  to  the  collection  of  objects  of  exchange  in  Europe,  to  be  distributed 
in  America,  I returned  to  the  United  States  to  secure,  on  a broader  and 
more  permanent  basis,  the  establishment  of  the  system. 

I either  transmitted,  during  my  absence,  or  brought  with  me  on  my  re* 
turn,  a vast  collection  of  legislative  documents,  scientific  works,  objects  of 
art,  &c.,  all  of  which  were  presented  as  tokens  of  esteem,  good  will,  and 
brotherly  feeling,  by  the  French  Executive,  the  Chambers  of  Peers  and 
Deputies,  by  their  excellencies  the  Ministers  of  Justice,  War,  Navy,  Inte* 
rior,  Commerce  and  Agriculture,  Public  Instruction,  Finances,  and  Public 
Works;  by  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Paris;  by  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  Academy  of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences,  and  by  the  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History,  as  well  as  by  the  most  distinguished  statesmen, 
authors,  artists,  mechanicians,  and  private  individuals  of  France,  to  the 
Congress;  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  to  the  Departments  of 
War,  Navy,  and  Treasury;  and  to 'the  States  of  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ohio,  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Michi- 
gan, Kentucky,  and  Texas;  also  to  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point;  to  the  cities  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more; and  to  the  Universities  of  Cambridge,  Brown’s,  Brunswick,  and 
Waterville;  to  the  Colleges  of  Burlington,  &c. ; and,  finally,  to  the  Na- 
tional Institute  of  the  United  States. 

Bearing  with  me,  thus,  these  rich  fruits  of  the  intellectual  labors  of  the 
best  minds  of  the  old  world,  so  valuable  to  the  new,  and  so  substantial  an 
evidence  of  the  willingness  of  the  Government  and  people  of  my  own 
country  to  enter  into  an  intellectual  union  with  their  brethren  of  America, 
I entertained  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  success  in  the  great  under- 
taking to  which  I have  devoted  myself;  and  allow  me  to  say,  in  advance, 
that  those  expectations  have  not  been  disappointed.  The  enlightened  liber- 
ality of  the  statesmen  and  people  of  America,  has  recognised  at  once  the 
great  value  of  the  plan,  and  has  prompted  a generous  and  hearty  recipro- 
cation. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1848,  I laid  before  Congress  a second  memo- 
rial, giving  an  account  of  the  success  of  my  labors  during  my  absence; 
presenting  the  proofs  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  Governments  and 
leading  minds  of  Europe  towards  the  plan;  assigning  the  reasons  why  their 
own  resolutions,  passed  eight  years  before,  had  not  been  carried  into  effect; 
and  praying — 

“1st.  That  the  law  securing  patent  rights  and  copy  rights  may  be  so 
amended  as  to  require  all  authors  or  publishers,  taking  out  copy  rights  for 
works  to  be  printed,  to  place  in  the  depot  of  the  central  agency  at  New 
York,  subject  to  the  order  of  Government,  copies  of  such  work,  in  addition 
to  the  two  copies  now  required  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

“2d.  The  enactment  of  a law,  (accompanied  by  all  necessary  guards  for 
the  prevention  of  fraud,)  admitting  duty  free  all  works  and  other  objects 
addressed  by  Governments  abroad,  through  the  general  depot  of  exchange 
in  Paris  to  the  branch  depdt  in  New  York,  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of 
International  Exchange. 

“3d.  That  the  resolutions  heretofore  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
in  July,  1840,  in  the  words  following,  (and  which  have  hitherto  remained 
a dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,)  be  carried  into  full  effect,  viz: 


“1.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , That  the  Librarian,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  be  [authorized]  to  ex* 
change  such  duplicates  as  may  be  in  the  Library  for  ether  books  or  works. 

“2.  That  he  [be  authorized]  in  the  same  way  to  exchange  documents. 

“3.  That  hereafter  fifty  additional  copies  of  each  volume  of  documents, 
printed  by  order  of  either  House,  be  printed  and  bound  for  the  purpose  of 
exchange  in  foreign  countries.” 

O O ^ # ... 

“To  effect  this,  it  will  be  requisite  to  repass  a similar  resolution,  substi- 
tuting the  words,  “and  is  hereby  directed  and  required,”  for  the  word 
“authorized,”  and  also,  by  assigning  a place  of  deposite  for,  or  otherwise 
disposing  of,  the  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  furnished  for  exchange. 

“4th.  That  the  above  regulations  be  understood  as  applying  exclusively 
to  works  of  a scientific  character,  and  promotive,  of  intellectual  improve- 
ment; works  of  a different  description  being  allowed  to  seek  the  usual 
channels  opened  by  those  engaged  in  the  book  trade, 

“5th.  That  duplicates  of  the  objects  of  curiosity  and  scientific 

interest,  brought  home  by  the  late  Exploring  Expedition,  (so  honorable  to 
the  intelligence  and  liberality  of  your  Government  and  country,)  be  directed 
to  be  assigned,  by  those  having  official  control  of  the  objects  so  collected, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  exchanged,  on  authorized  demand  for  them,  for 
objects  of  a similar  kind  furnished  by  European  Governments  or  learned 
bodies.” 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1S4S,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Murphy,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  of  Congress,  brought  in  a report  highly  favorable  to 
the  petition  of  the  memorial,  and  which  closes  with  the  following  recom- 
mendation : 

“In  the  views  of  the  memorialist  generally  the  committee  are  happy  to 
concur.  After  the  success  which  has  thus  far  crowned  his  unwearied  and 
voluntary  labors,  they  think  his  expectations  of  aid  from  us  have  been 
justly  formed,  and  should  be  promptly  satisfied.  They  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  establish  such  agencies,  and  or- 
ganize such  a plan  of  donation  and  exchange  as  they  may  deem  best  for 
this  purpose;  that  all  books  sent  to  the  Federal  or  State  governments,  to 
any  departments,  or  libraries  of  either,  to  the  academy  at  West  Point,  or 
to  the  National  Institute,  be  admitted  duty  free;  and  that  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  enable  the  committee  to  carry  the  mea- 
sure into  effect.” 

A bill  in  harmony  with  these  recommendations  was  reported,  and  on 
the  26th  of  June  became  a law; 

“ AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of 

Congress. 

“Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  shall  appoint  such  agents  as  they  may,  from  time  to  time,  deem 
requis  te,  to  carry  into  effect  the  donation  and  exchange  of  such  documents 
and  other  publications  as  have  been  or  shall  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for 
the  purpose. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  all  books  transmitted  through 
such  agents  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
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government  of  a State,  or  of  its  Legislature,  or  of  any  department  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  a State,  or  of  the  Academy  at  West 
Point,  or  of  the  National  Institute,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States 
duty  free. 

“Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  the  same  is  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  such  donation  and  exchange, 
and  paying  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  relation  thereto. 

“Approved,  June  26,  1848.” 

In  accordance  with  the  first  provision  of  this  act,  I was  appointed  the 
agent  of  the  United  States  for  International  Exchange  by  the  following  re- 
solutions: 

“Joint  Library  Committee  op  Congress, 

“ July  25,  1848. 

“ Resolved,  That  Alexandre  Vattemare  be  appointed  agent  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library  to  carry  into  effect  the  donation  and  exchange 
of  such  books  and  other  publications  as  are  or  shall  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  committee  for  this  purpose,  under  the  act  ‘to  regulate  the  ex- 
change of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of  Congress;’  said 
agent  to  be,  in  all  respects,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the  committee. 

“ Resolved,  That  said  Vattemare’s  agency  shall  extend  only  to  ex- 
changes between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries  or  governments, 
and  not  to  domestic  exchanges. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  chairman  draw  from  the  treasury,  and  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  Alexandre  Vattemare,  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  part  of  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  to  be  applied  to  his  personal  expenses  al- 
ready incurred,  and  to  be  incurred  during  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849,  and  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerk  hire,  freight,  rent  of  rooms, 
and  other  necessary  expenditures  of  his  agency;  and  that  said  agent 
shall  annually  account  to  and  with  the  committee  concerning  the  expendi- 
ture of  said  sum. 

“ Resolved,  That  said  Vattemare  be  furnished,  for  the  purposes  of  ex- 
change, with  the  following  works:’ 

[Here  follows  a list  of  the  works  presented.] 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  law  above  quoted  is  that  which 
provides  for  the  reception  of  all  objects  of  exchange  duty  free.  The  heavy 
duties  hitherto  imposed  have  formed  an  important  drawback  upon  the  ope- 
rations of  exchange.  To  carry  out  this  provision,  and  to  prevent  its  being 
made  the  occasion  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  issued  the  following  circular: 

‘••Circular  instr  collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  customs. 

“Treasury  Department,  August  14,  1848. 

“Congress  having,  by  the  act  entitled  ‘An  act  to  regulate  the  exchanges 
of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of  Congress,’  approved  26th 
June,  1848,  adopted  the  system  of  international  exchanges,  thereby  mani- 
festing a due  appreciation  of  its  importance  and  value,  the  duty  devolves 
upon  The  department  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  intentions  of  Congress,  by 
the  establishment  of  such  needful  regulations  as  will,  whilst  facilitating 
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this  great  enterprise,  protect  the  system  itself  from  abuse,  as  well  as  the 
revenue  from  any  attempted  frauds  and  impositions. 

“It  will  be  perceived  that  this  act  exempts  from  duty  ‘all  books’  trans- 
mitted through  the  agents  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library, 
‘for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  govern- 
ment of  a State,  or  of  its  Legislature,  or  of  any  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  of  a State,  or  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point, 
or  of  the  National  Institute.’ 

“The  Joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress,  under  date  of  the  25th 
July,  1848,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the  before-  » 
mentioned  act,  adopted,  amongst  others,  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

“ Resolved,  That  Alexandre  Vattemare  be  appointed  agent  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Library  to  carry  into  effect  the  donation  and  exchange 
of  such  books  and  other  publications  as  are  or  shall  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  committee  for  this  purpose,  under  the  act  to  regulate  the  ex- 
change of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of  Congress;’  said 
agent  to  be,  in  all  respects,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

“ Resolved , That  the  said  Vattemare’s  agency  shall  extend  only  to  ex- 
changes between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries  and  governments, 
and  not  to  domestic  exchanges.” 

“By  the  foregoing  resolutions  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  agency  to 
conduct  these  exchanges  has  been  conferred  upon  Mr.  Alexandre  Vatte- 
mare, the  author  of  the  system,  to  whose  talents,  zeal,  and  indefatigable 
exertions,  the  civilized  world  is  indebted  for  the  conception  and  consum- 
mation of  the  system,  destined,  it  is  confidently  believed,  to  realize  all  the 
benefits  anticipated  by  its  distinguished  author  and  promoter. 

“According  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  the  central  agency  of 
this  enterprise  will  be  established  at  Paris,  with  subordinate  agencies  in 
the  capitals  of  other  States  or  countries  uniting  in  the  system.  To  pre- 
vent fraud  and  imposition,  all  documents  and  other  publications  transmit- 
ted to  the  United  States  must  bear  the  stamp  of  the  central  agency  at 
Paris,  to  be  impressed,  in  the  case  of  books  or  pamphlets,  on  the  first  and 
last  pages  of  the  text  of  each  volume;  in  the  case  of  charts,  maps,  prints, 
&c.,  the  stamp  to  be  on  some  convenient  place  on  the  face  thereof.  The 
boxes  or  packages  will  be  addressed  to  the  care  of  the  collector  of  the 
customs  of  the  port  in  the  United  States  to  which  they  may  be  shipped, 
accompanied  by  a letter  of  advice  and  a descriptive  list.  On  their  arrival 
the  collector  is  enjoined  to  take  careful  charge  of  the  same,  notifying  the 
department  of  their  receipt,  and  await  instructions  for  their  disposal. 

“R.  J.  WALKER,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.’’'’ 

In  addition  to  the  law  above  given,  which  recognises  the  system,  and 
provides  for  its  support,  Congress  passed  joint  resolutions, 

which  are  given  below,  setting  apart  for  purpc  Range  a large  num- 

ber of  important  works: 

“ Acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress  in  relation  to  international  exchanges. 

“In  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

“ April  27,  1848. 

“ Resolved , That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  purchase  one  hundred  copies  of  Hickey’s  edition  of  the  Constitution  ot 
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the  United  States,  and  to  deliver  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  to  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  of  Paris,  to  be  distributed 
by  him  in  France  according  to  his  system  of  national  exchange  of  books. 
“Attest;  ASBURY  DICKINS,  Secretary 


“ RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  presentation  to  the  government  of  France  of  a series  of 
the  standard  weights  and  measures  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

“ Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
to  furnish  to  Alexandre  Vattemare  one  complete  series  of  the  standard 
weights  and  measures  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  Department  of 
State,  to  be  presented  to  the  government  of  France,  and  that  he  furnish 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  twenty-five  copies  of  Little  & 
Brown’s  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
them  for  purposes  of  international  exchange. 

“Sec,  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved , That  seven  copies  of  the  Exploring 
Expedition  now  published,  and  an  equal  number  of  such  of  the  works  of 
the  same  as  may  hereafter  be  published,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  international  ex- 
change, 

“Approved  June  30,  1848," 

The  large  amount  of  correspondence  necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of 
the  system  renders  the  postage  a tax  of  considerable  weight.  The  Senate, 
in  order  to  give  every  facility  to  its  operations,  passed  the  resolutions  which 
follows,  granting  the  privilege  of  free  transmission  to  all  letters  and  papers 
relating  to  Exchange,  This  resolution  was  lost  in  the  House,  in  the  last 
hours  of  the  session,  by  a few  votes: 

‘ ‘ Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  Alexandre  Vattemare,  agent 
of  the  United  States  for  international  exchanges,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  frank  letters  or  packages  containing  books,  public  documents, 
maps,  specimens  of  the  arts,  or  medals,  sent  to  him  from  any  foreign  coun- 
try to  the  United  States,  or  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  country; 
and,  also,  to  receive  letters  and  packages  appertaining  to  international  ex- 
changes free  of  postage : this  privilege  to  extend  to  the  mail  lines  of  the 
United  States  to  foreign  countries:  Provided, ” &c.,  &c. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  importance  of  this  measure,  will  be  so  apparent  up- 
on the  farther  operation  of  the  system  as  to  secure  its  adoption  by  a future 
Congress, 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  as  with  the  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  by  which  a regular  interchange  of  all 
official  documents  published  by  them  shall  be  made,  as  fast  as  these  docu- 
ments are  issued,  for  documents  of  the  French  Government.  These  do- 
cuments will  be  transmitted  by  each  steamer,  and  thus  each  of  the  two 
governments  will  be  put  in  immediate  possession  of  all  the  public  proceed- 
ings of  the  other;  a measure  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  happiest  re- 
sults upon  the  legislation  of  both.  In  his  letter  complying  with  my  request 
that  this  arrangement  might  be  made  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 


Senate,  the  Secretary,  the  Hon.  Asbury  Dickens,  makes  the  following  re- 
marks : 

“ The  judgment  of  the  civilized  world  has  sanctioned  your  scheme  of 
international  exchanges.  Of  that  comprehensive  work  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  is  the  prompt  communication,  among  enlightened  na- 
tions, of  the  proceedings  of  their  several  legislatures,  and  the  documents 
connected  with  them.  Each  is  thus  enabled  to  profit  early  by  the  wisdom 
and  experience  of  all. 

“ Between  the  two  great  republics  of  the  Old  and  the  New  World,  more 
especially,  should  this  mutual  aid  be  active  and  complete.  The  measure  in. . 
which  you  ask  my  co-operation  is  well  calculated  to  make  it  so.” 

Liberal  as  has  thus  been  the  spirit  in  which  the  Federal  Congress  has 
received  and  acted  upon  the  proposals  for  the  establishment  of  an  intellec- 
tual union  between  the  old  and  new  worlds,  the  various  departments  of  the 
Government  were  in  no  respect  behind  them.  All  seemed  to  share  in  a 
generous  rivalry  of  good  feeling  and  substantial  encouragement  for  the  cause 
of  universal  peace.  The  following  brief  summary  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  various  departments  of  the  General  Government, 
in  relation  to  the  system  of  exchanges: 

The  Department  of  State  has  contributed  a collection  of  valuable 
books,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a complete  collection  of  Niles’  Re- 
gister, and  an  immense  number  of  volumes  of  the  local  laws  of  the  various 
States  of  the  Union,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Department  of  the  Treasury  has  added  largely  to  the  materiel  of 
exchange  by  contributions  of  books,  documents,  circulars,  &c.,  &c.  Among 
these  may  be  more  particularly  noticed  complete  collections  of  the  docu- 
ments on  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States,  many  hun- 
dred circulars,  collections  of  Tariff  laws,  and,  in  short,  every  thing  relating 
to  the  business  of  the  Department.  In  addition  to  these  valuable  contri- 
butions of  books,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  rendered  immense  ser- 
vice to  the  system  by  the  liberal  manner  in  which  he  has  interpreted  and 
acted  upon  the  law  of  Congress,  in  the  circular  which  has  been  already 
quoted.  Besides  this  circular,  which  will  so  greatly  facilitate  the  business 
transactions  of  the  system,  he  has  issued  a second  one,  scarcely  less  im- 
portant as  a measure  of  convenience  and  economy;  for  the  storage  and  for- 
warding of  so  great  a number  of  large  and  heavy  cases  as  must  be  constant- 
ly circulating  in  the  channels  of  exchange,  must  form  an  item  in  the  ex- 
penses of  the  system  of  no  inconsiderable  importance. 

“ Treasury  Department,  October  23,  1848. 

“ Sir:  Referring  you  to  the  circular  instructions  from  this  department  of 
the  14th  August  last,  in  relation  to  the  system  of  international  exchanges 
proposed  by  Mr.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  and  adopted  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress ‘ to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents  and  other  publications 
of  Congress,’  approved  the  26th  June,  1848,  I have  now  to  advise  you  that 
the  port  of  New  York  has  been  selected  as  the  depot  from  which  the  arti- 
cles in  exchange  will  be  transmitted  from  the  United  States  to  France. 

“You  are  accordingly  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  carefully 
kept  in  the  Atlantic  dock  stores  of  your  port,  all  such  packages  of  books, 
&c.,  as  may  be  sent  under  the  agency  of  Mr.  Vattemare  from  any  part  of 
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the  United  States  destined  for  France,  in  exchange,  until  forwarded  by  Mr.- 
Vattemare  to  their  destination. 

“Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“R.  J.  WALKER. 

u C.  W.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs , New  York.” 

The  Department  of  War,  (under  which  is  included  the  Military 
Academy  of  West  Point,)  has  given  more  than  500  volumes  of  valuable 
military  works. 

The  Department  of  the  Navy  has  made  presentations  of  the  greatest 
importance  and  value.  Besides  a large  collection  of  books,  maps,  charts, 
and  drawings,  it  has  added  models  of  the  vessels  of  every  class,  and  of 
boats,  specimens  of  arms,  and  a collection  of  all  the  varieties  of  wood 
employed  in  the  construction  of  Government  vessels. 

The  Department  of  the  Post  Office  has  presented  collections  of  its 
reports  and  circulars,  and  numerous  maps  of  the  post  roads  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Patent  Office  has  contributed  more  than  500  volumes  of  reports 
and  other  works,  together  with  drawings  and  specifications  of  a large  num- 
ber of  the  most  important  inventions  patented  during  the  past  year. 

The  Office  of  the  Coast  Survey  has  given  six  complete  collections  of 
the  maps  thus  far  made  under  its  direction. 

The  preparation  of  the  weights  and  measures,  voted  by  Congress,  has 
also  been  made  under  the  control  of  this  office. 

The  Observatory  has  furnished  numerous  maps  and  charts,  and  works 
on  meteorology,  astronomy,  and  navigation. 

The  National  Institute  has  contributed  a collection  of  scientific  works. 

The  City  of  Washington  has  presented  a very  handsome  collection  of 
books,  the  gifts  of  the  citizens  of  Washington  to  the  city  of  Paris.  The 
catalogue  of  these  works  is  contained  in  a handsome  pamphlet,  printed  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  and  which  also  gives  a full  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  a public  meeting  of  the  citizens,  called  by  the  mayor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  the  good  will  of  the  Federal  Metropolis  towards  her  sis- 
ter city — the  intellectual  centre  of  the  Old  World.  The  books  have  been 
hamdsomely  bound  and  inscribed,  and  form  a gift  truly  worthy  of  the  Cap- 
ital of  the  American  Nation. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  purposely  brief,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
system  of  Exchange  has  been  received  with  the  most  gratifying  unanimity 
of  approval  and  encouragement  by  every  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  testified  not  only  by  munificent  gifts,  but  by  legal  pro- 
visions which  secure,  on  a firm  and  liberal  basis,  the  future  operations  of 
Exchange.  The  States  which  have,  and  shall  hereafter  co-operate  in  its 
support  may  transmit  the  objects  which  they  wish  to  exchange  to  the  Cus- 
tom-House at  New  York,  with  the  certainty  that  they  will  there  be  safely 
kept,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Agency;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  re- 
turns made  from  Europe  will  be  received  at  the  same  depository,  to  await 
an  order  from  their  respective  destinations.  The  Government  has  thus 
virtually  constituted  one  of  its  own  most  important  functionaries  the  agent 


11 


for  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission  of  the  materiel  of  Exchange.  The 
effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  regularity  and  stability  of  the  operations  of 
the  system  are  to  obvious  too  need  comment. 

The  United  States  Mint,  at  Philadelphia,  has  been  directed,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  furnish  a complete  series  of  the  coins  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  copies  of  all  medals  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
ment. They  are  in  return  for  a series  of  medals  illustrative  of  the  history 
of  France,  presented  by  the  French  Government  to  that  establishment. 

The  American  Colonization  Society,  though  not  connected  in  any 
way  with  the  Government,  may  yet,  with  propriety,  be  mentioned  here  as 
a public  establishment,  having  its  business  centre  at  the  Federal  Metropo- 
lis. The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  will  show 
the  willingness  of  that  Association  to  co-operate  in  the  establishment  of  the 
system  of  Exchange: 

“Colonization  Rooms, 

“ Washington  City , September  15,  1848. 

“My  dear  sir:  Being  aware  of  the  efforts  which  you  are  making  to  es- 
tablish a system  of  National  Exchanges,  and  desiring  to  contribute  some- 
thing towards  so  great  and  noble  an  object,  I present  herewith,  in  the  name 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society , one  set  of  the  African  Repository, 
its  monthly  publication,  and  of  its  annual  reports,  together  with  a map  of 
Liberia,  census,  &c.,  for  the  Minister  of  Marine  of  your  country,  and 
another  set  for  the  library  of  the  city  of  Paris.  For  these  publications  will 
be  found  a complete  history  of  colonization  as  carried  by  this  society  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa,  which  has  already  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  independent  republic  of  Liberia. 

“Thus,  through  your  indefatigable  efforts,  any  citizen  of  Paris  or  stranger 
visiting  there,  can  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  history  and  prospects 
of  one  of  the  noblest  schemes  of  philanthropy  and  benevolence  which  mark 
the  present  age. 

“The  Republic  of  Liberia  would  doubtless  be  glad  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  which  you  are  bestowing  upon  mankind.  It  is  true  they  as  yet 
have  no  books;  they,  however,  have  two  newspapers,  which  have  been 
regularly  published  for  several  years;  they  have  also  a volume  of  their 
laws  published  by  authority,  and  from  one  of  their  own  press.  They  have 
also  great  richness  in  their  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,  and 
could  doubtless  furnish,  in  return  for  books,  many  objects  of  interest  to 
your  country. 

“As  everything  connected  with  Africa,  and  with  the  history  of  coloniza- 
tion in  other  parts  of  the  world,  is  interesting  and  valuable  to  the  members 
of  our  Society,  any  contribution  of  the  kind  which  you  may  have  in  your 
power  to  collect  for  us  will  be  most  thankfully  received,  and  you  will  thus 
add  another  to  the  many  reasons  which  our  countrymen  have  to  cherish 
you  in  their  memories. 

“I  am,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

“W.  McLAIN,  Sec.  A.  C.  S. 

“A.  Vattemare,  Esq.,  Washington  city.” 

In  addition  to  the  works  mentioned  in  the  above  were  many  others  illus- 
trative of  the  history  of  colonization,  specimens  of  the  fruits  and  woods  of 
Liberia,  &c.,  £kc. 
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II.  Having  thus  given  a succinct  account  of  all  that  has  been  done  at 
the  seat  of  Government  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  system 
of  Exchange,  the  next  branch  of  the  report,  as  stated  above,  will  be  a con- 
sideration of  the  action  taken  by  the  State  Legislatures  upon  the  subject. 

Maine. — During  my  first  visit  to  America  I submitted  a memorial  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  which  was  referred  by  that  body  to 
its  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  from  whose  report  I beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  extracts: 

“The  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the  resolves  which 
are  appended  to  this  report.  They  propose  in  these  to  exchange  the  laws 
and  resolves,  and  public  documents,  published  by  the  authority  of  this 
State,  fora  similar  return  from  France  and  other  European  governments.” 

#######*# 

“The  committee  still  further  recommend,  that  a sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated,  to  be  expended  in  promoting  a system 
of  exchange  between  Maine  and  the  Governments  of  Europe  of  the  produc- 
tions of  natural  history,  the  works  of  perfected  art  and  of  literature. 
The  rich  returns  which  will  be  derived  by  our  country,  whose  institutions 
of  science  and  literature  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  can  hardly  be  appreciated 
or  overrated.” 

The  resolutions  accompanying  this  report  set  apart,  for  the  purpose  of 
exchange,  fifty  copies  of  all  the  State  documents,  authorizing  the  Governor 
to  transmit  them  to  the  accredited  agents  of  the  system,  and  place  at  his 
disposal  a sum  of  not  more  than  a thousand  dollars,  “for  the  collection  and 
exchange  of  original  specimens  of  natural  history  and  productions  of  use- 
ful art.” 

Preferring  that  the  system  should  be  established  upon  a permanent  basis, 
rather  than  have  a brilliant  beginning  and  a speedy  death,  I opposed  so 
large  an  appropriation  as  the  highest  limit  recommended  by  the  committee, 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  afford  a mark  for  the  advocates  of  retrench- 
ment, and  thus  jeopard  the  future  existence  of  the  plan.  The  Legislature, 
in  accordance  with  this  suggestion,  finally  determined  upon  an  annual  ap- 
propriation of  three  hundred  dollars. 

In  July,  1847,  after  an  absence  of  six  years,  I returned  to  the  State  of 
Maine,  whose  agent  I had  been  appointed  upon  my  first  visit  to  America, 
and  on  the  2’2d  of  that  month  the  Governor,  by  a special  message,  invited 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject  of  my  mission.  The  mes- 
sage was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  brought 
in  a highly  favorable  report,  and  recommended  the  passage  of  numerous 
resolves,  from  which  we  select  the  following: 

“ Resolved,  That  while  the  expensive  and  useful  books  and  documents 
with  which  M.  Vattemare  has  been  entrusted  by  various  authorities  and 
institutions  in  France,  for  the  library  of  this  State,  should  be  received 
with  the  respect  due  their  intrinsic  value  and  the  distinguished  sources 
whence  they  emanated,  they  possess  much  higher  interest  as  tokens  of 
the  feelings  of  good  will  of  the  French  nation  towards  America;  and  that 
we  cordially  reciprocate  this  sentiment,  with  a grateful  remembrance  of 
ancient  obligations,  and  with  the  hope  of  a continued  and  increasing 
friendship  between  the  two  countries. 

tlResolvcd,  That  duplicate  copies  of  various  works  in  the  State  library 
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(aot  otherwise  required)  be  tendered  M.  Vattemare  in  continuation  of  the 
system  of  international  exchanges  so  auspiciously  commenced.  The  se- 
lections to  be  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

“ Resolved , That  one  thousand  copies  of  “Instructions  on  the  best  mode 
of  collecting,  preserving,  and  transporting  objects  of  Natural  History,”  be 
printed,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  botanic  surveyor  of  the  State, 
and  distributed,  under  his  direction,  to  those  societies  and  individuals 
within  the  State  that  might  aid  in  promoting  the  designs  of  said  instruc- 
tions: reserving  to  M.  Vattemare  the  number  of  copies  of  the  “Instruc- 
tions” he  may  desire,  for  his  own  use.” 

The  report  of  the  committee,  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  government 
of  Maine  in  relation  to  exchanges,  have  been  printed  in  an  elegant  execu- 
tive document,  which  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  her  typographical 
skill  and  taste. 

The  whole  action  of  this  State  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  honorable 
to  her  liberality  and  appreciation  of  learning  and  the  arts,  and  has  evinced 
the  most  praiseworthy  anxiety  to  place  within  the  reach  of  her  people  all 
the  elements  of  increased  cultivation  and  improvement  which  the  litera- 
ture, science,  and  art  of  the  Old  World  can  afford.  It  is  hoped  that  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  for  securing  the  permanence  of  her  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  system,  which  will  enable  the  agency  to  rely  with 
confidence  upon  it  as  one  of  its  constant  means  of  support. 

Vermont. — Early  in  November,  1847,  in  accordance  with  a previous 
notice,  I visited  Montpelier,  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  an 
exposition  of  the  system,  and  to  request  their  co-operation.  The  Governor 
at  once  communicated  the  fact  to  the  Legislature  by  a special  message,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  adoption  of  the 
system  as  “of  the  highest  value,”  and  such  as  “should  commend  it  to  the 
support  of  every  intelligent  and  high-minded  people.”  An  address  was 
delivered  before  the  Legislature,  explaining  the  plan,  and  giving  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  been  done  towards  carrying  it  into  operation.  The 
message  of  the  Governor  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Library  Committee, 
which  brought  in  an  excellent  and  eloquent  report,  from  which  I beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  extracts : 

“The  splendid  specimens  of  art,  and  the  gorgeous  volumes  exhibited  in 
the  State  Library,  (the  presents  of  the  French  nation,)  naturally  suggest 
the  inquiry,  ‘ What  can  we  give  in  exchange  for  things  like  these?’  Your 
committee  answer,  almost  in  the  words  of  the  memorialist, — all  products  of 
American  genius,  taste,  industry,  or  invention — whatever  serves  to  illus- 
trate our  history — our  public  documents  and  laws — the  rich  stores  of  nature 
herself — our  plants,  our  animals,  including  quadrupeds,  birds,  reptiles, 
fishes,  and  insects — our  minerals,  specimens  of  our  various  kinds  of  wood, 
with  the  description,  uses,  and  peculiarities  of  each — these  would,  from  their 
very  novelty,  afford  to  the  scientific  men  of  Europe  greater  pleasure  than 
the  most  costly  book.” 

*###### 

“ Several  of  our  sister  States  have  anticipated  us  in  this  enterprise,  and 
already  enjoy  their  reward  in  their  public  libraries,  enriched  by  the  produc- 
tions of  European  genius,  and  in  their  public  halls  and  galleries  adorned 
with  the  triumphs  of  ancient  and  modern  art.  What  then  shall  be  done  by 


14 


Vermont?  Shall  this  massive  and  beautiful  structure  be  the  depository  of 
treasures  within,  whose  splendor  shall  surpass  its  architectural  beauty?  If 
we  would  become  a people  of  refined  taste  and  high  endowments,  and  take 
rank  with  the  most  intelligent  nations  of  the  earth,  now,  and  now  only,  is 
the  propitious  time  to  begin.” 

The  resolutions  accompanying  this  admirable  report  recommend  that 
all  duplicates  in  the  State,  not  required  by  law  to  be  preserved,  be  set  apart 
for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  and  that  five  hundred  copies  of  “ Instructions 
on  the  best  mode  of  collecting,  preserving,  and  transporting  objects  of  na- 
tural history,”  be  printed  for  distribution. 

The  act  which  followed  appropriated  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  support 
of  an  agent  of  Exchanges. 

The  wishes  of  the  Legislature  were  fully  carried  out:  a handsome  collec- 
tion of  duplicates  was  placed  in  my  hands,  to  be  presented  in  the  name  of 
the  State  to  European  institutions. 

Massachusetts. — It  would  swell  this  report  far  beyond  the  limits  I 
have  prescribed  for  myself,  to  dwell  in  minute  detail  upon  the  action  taken 
by  each  State.  I shall  be  obliged,  therefore,  to  confine  myself  to  as  brief 
a statement  as  possible  of  their  proceedings.  The  following  resolves  and 
accompanying  letter  will  sufficiently  explain  the  course  adopted  by  Massa- 
chusetts: 

4 ‘ Resolves  to  promote  mutual  Literary  and  Scientific  Exchang  es  with  for 

eigji  countries. 

li Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  to  exchange  copies  of 
the  State  maps  of  Massachusetts,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  number,  and 
bound  copies  of  the  laws  and  legislative  documents  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  the  current  political  year,  not  exceeding  fifty  volumes  of  each,  for  books 
and  other  works  of  science  and  art  from  foreign  countries,  to  be  deposited 
In  the  Library  of  the  General  Court.  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  fifty  copies  of  each  of  the  said  documents,  for  every  future 
year,  to  be  printed,  over  and  above  the  number,  to  be  bound  in  volumes,  and 
set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  therefor  said  Exchanges  hereafter.* 

“ Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  to  appoint 
some  suitable  person,  residing  in  the  city  of  Paris,  France,  to  be  the  agent 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  transmitting  to,  and  receiving  from,  the  Secre- 
tary’s office  all  such  books,  and  other  works  of  science  and  art,  as  may  be 
addressed  to  his  care,  in  pursuance  of  the  object  of  the  preceding  resolve, 
and  to  audit  and  allow  all  reasonable  charges  of  said  agent  for  the  receiv- 
ing, packing,  carriage,  and  exportation  of  said  objects  of  Exchange'  pro- 
vided, that  the  total  sum  so  expended  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars. 

“House  of  Representatives,  February  26,  1845.  Passed. 

“SAML.  H.  WALLEY,  Jr.,  Speaker. 

“In  Senate,  February  27,  1845.  Passed. 

“LEVI  LINCOLN,  President. 

“February  27,  1845.  Approved.  “GEO.  N.  BRIGGS. 

“ Secretary’ s office , March  15,  1845. 

“A  true  copy.  Attest:  “JOHN  G.  PALFREY,  Secretary. 


'*  According  to  this  resolve,  150  volumes  of  Legislative  documents,  13  copies  of  the 
geological  reports,  52  scientific  reports,  20  maps,  have  been  transmitted. 
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“My  dear  sir:  I send  you  herewith  a copy  of  Resolves  passed  by  our 
Lesislature  at  its  present  session. 

“I  have  it  in  charge  from  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  to  say  that  he 
requests  you  to  accept  the  appointment  of  agent  under  the  second  of  the 
Resolves,  and  that  he  has  no  doubt  that  this  Commonwealth  will  derive 
important  benefits  from  your  enlightened  and  liberal  exertions. 

“I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  friend  and  servant, 

“JOHN  G.  PALFREY, 

“ Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

“To  A.  Vattemare,  Esq.,  Parish  France.” 

Rhode  Island. — The  letter  of  Prof.  Jewett,  which  follows,  gives  a suc- 
cint  statement  of  the  action  of  this  State: 

“Brown  University,  Providence , January  29 th,  1846. 

“Dear  sir:  Your  letter  to  the  Governor  has  been  received,  presented  to 
the  Legislature,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  education;  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  M.  Goddard,  formerly  a professor  in  our  college,  pre- 
sented a report,  with  resolutions,  thanking  you  for  your  generous  exertions, 
and  particularly  for  your  handsome  presents,  and  voting  several  extra 
copies  of  all  reports  and  documents  published  by  the  State,  and  authorizing 
the  Governor  to  pay  all  charges  that  may  occur  for  the  packing  up  and 
transportation  of  said  books,  and  any  others  to  be  sent  to  us  from  Paris, 
through  your  agency.  This  was  carried  through  the  House  and  Senate 
unanimously,  and  it  is,  I believe,  the  only  question  which  has  been  de- 
cided unanimously  in  our  Legislature  for  a long  time. 

“You  will  probably  receive  the  report  and  the  votes  by  this  steamer,  or 
the  next. 

“The  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  have  also  passed  votes  of  thanka 
and  resolutions  in  favor  of  your  project,  which  you  will  receive  soon.” 

New  York. — On  the  25th  of  Oct.  1847,  the  joint  library  committee  of  the 
two  houses  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  Governor,  the  communi- 
cation of  the  trustees  of  the  State  Library,  and  other  documents  relative  to 
the  system  of  international  exchanges,  brought  in  a report  in  which,  after 
commenting  in  the  most  approving  terms  upon  the  system,  and  showing 
the  rich  fruits  to  be  anticipated  by  the  State  and  the  country  from  its  es- 
tablishment, they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  act  accompanying  the  re- 
port, in  the  following  remarks: 

“It  seemsj  to  your  committee,  proper  that  some  testimonial  more  sub- 
stantial than  mere  words  of  kindness  and  approbation  should  be  afforded  to 
this  enterprise — that,  in  order  to  secure  the  future  success  and  permanency 
of  the  system,  some  suitable  person  in  Europe  should  be  appointed,  as  the 
agent  of  this  State,  in  transmitting  and  receiving  all  such  books  and  other 
works  as  are  intended  as  subjects  of  International  Exchange. 

“For  that  purpose,  as  well  as  for  facilitating  and  encouraging  the  inter- 
change between  the  several  States  of  the  American  Union,  your  committee 
recommend  to  your  consideration  the  bill,  a copy  of  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  A.  An  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  these  objects,  was  made  by  this  State  in  the  year  1846.  (See 
Session  Laws  of  1846,  p.  479.)  The  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
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have,  since  the  year  1844,  made  an  annual  appropriation  of  three  hundred 
dollars  each,  for  the  support  of  the  agency  in  Paris  only.  These  sums, 
though  in  themselves  small,  will,  if  appropriated  by  all  the  States  and  Gov- 
ernments with  which  M.  Vattemare  has  opened  his  system  of  interchanges, 
it  is  supposed,  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  agency,  together 
with  the  innumerable  incidental  expenses  of  the  system,  and  secure  to  it  a 
permanence  which  will  ensure  its  entire  success.” 

(A.) 

“AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  System  of  International  Literary 

and  Scientific  Exchanges. 

“The  People  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

“§  1.  The  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  some  suitable  person,  residing  in  Europe,  to  be  the  agent  of 
this  State  in  transmitting  to  and  receiving  from  this  State  all  such  works  as 
are  intended  as  subjects  of  International  Exchange. 

“§  2.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  to  the  Regents 
of  the  University,  to  be  by  them  applied  in  defraying  the  expense  of  such 
agency,  and  in  such  other  manner  as  they  shall  deem  best  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  System  of  Literary  and  Scientific  International  Exchanges, 
founded  byM.  Vattemare,  and  exchanges  between  this  State  and  the  other 
States  of  the  Union. 

“§  3.  The  further  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  in 
each  of  the  years  1848  and  1849,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  same 
purpose. 

“§  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately.” 

New  Jersey. — The  committee  on  education  of  this  State,  on  the  21st  of 
January,  1848,  submitted  a report,  in  which  they  dwell  with  great  force 
upon  the  moral  advantages  of  the  plan,  and  conclude  in  the  following 
words: 

“These  Exchanges  are  calculated  to  produce  a two-fold  benefit.  On  the 
one  hand,  they  will  impart  and  extend  a knowledge  of  our  country,  where 
it  is  now  comparatively  unknown;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  excite  and  in- 
crease in  our  land,  and  among  our  own  population,  a spirit  of  inquiry,  and 
desire  of  more  perfect  information  as  to  what  other  nations  are  accom- 
plishing in  the  varied  walks  of  science,  literature,  and  art,  which  may 
bring  forth  the  good  fruits  of  wholesome  emulation  and  amicable  rivalry. 

“Entertaining  these  views,  your  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

“ Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  ( Senate 
concurring,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  present  to  M.  Vat- 
temare, and  through  him  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  and  Agriculture  of  France,  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  valuable  present  of  books  made  by  them  to 
this  State,  and,  as  a slight  return  for  the  same,  that  M.  Vattemare  be  pre- 
sented with  copies  of  our  State  documents  and  laws,  together  with  such 
other  books  which  may  throw  light  upon  the  history  and  resources  of  our 
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State,  as  your  committee  shall  select  from  the  library  of  the  State,  to  be 
distributed  by  him  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  best  calculated  to  ef- 
fect the  object  of  his  important  enterprise.” 

The  joint  resolutions  adopted  by  the  legislature  are  as  follows: 

Joint  resolutions  relative  to  M.  A.  Vattemare’s  system  of  International 

Literary  and  Scientific  Exchanges , and  to  provide  for  the  support  of  an 

agency  at  Paris , in  France. 

“1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ji'ew  Jersey , That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  he,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of  an  agency  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  in  France,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  transmitting  such  works 
as  may  be  made  the  subject  of  international  exchanges. 

“2.  And  be  it  resolved , That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be,  and  is 
herebjy  authorized  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  agent  for  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  at  the  city  of  Paris,  in  France. 

“3.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  whenever  officially  informed  that 
such  agency  has  been  duly  established;  and  that  the  said  agent  be  request- 
ed to  report  semi-annually,  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  of  all  his  trans- 
actions and  proceedings  relative  thereto.” 

Pennsylvania. — My  first  application  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was 
made  on  the  10th  of  April,  1848.  Although  it  was  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, I was  received  and  heard  with  the  utmost  kindness,  and  the  following 
handsome  preamble  and  resolutions  unanimously  adopted : 

“ Resolutions  relative  to  International  Exchanges,  proposed  by  Alexander 

Vattemare. 

“Whereas,  Monsieur  Alexander  Vattemare,  a citizen  of  the  Republic  of 
France,  having  patriotically  devoted  his  time,  talents,  and  fortune,  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  to  bring  about  and  perfect  a system  of  Internation- 
al Exchange  of  specimens  of  natural  history  and  works  of  science  and  art 
between  the  different  nations  of  the  world; 

“And  whereas,  said  Monsieur  Alexander  Vattemare  having  presented 
to  the  Commonwealth  at  various  times,  since  the  year  1843,  a large  number 
of  rare  and  valuable  works,  which  have  been  deposited  in  the  State  library; 

“And  whereas,  said  Monsieur  Alexander  Vattemare  having,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  visited  the  capital  of  this  Commonwealth 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Legislature  and  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  reference  to  the  most  expedient  measures  to  be  pursued  in  fur- 
therance of  his  most  praiseworthy  and  important  enterprise; 

And  whereas,  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  being  about  to  ex- 
pire, it  is  impracticable  for  it  at  this  time  to  take  such  part  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question  as  it  otherwise  would  take  great  interest  and  pleasure 
in  doing;  therefore, 

“Be  it  resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  it  is  hereby  resolved  by  a'uthority  of  the  same,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  autho- 
rized and  requested  to  confer  with  said  Monsieur  Alexander  Vattemare,  du- 
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ring  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  upon  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  pre- 
amble to  this  resolution,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem 
most  expedient  to  carry  out  the  object  in  view,  and  report  thereon  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature.  , 

“WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

“ Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

“WM.  WILLIAMSON, 

“ Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

“Approved,  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
eight.  “FRS.  R.  SHUNK.” 

Delaware. — The  Governor  of  Delaware,  in  a letter  dated  January, 
1848,  expresses  his  intention  to  “ lay  the  plan  before  the  next  Legislature, 
(in  January,  1849,)  with  the  expression  of  (his)  cordial  approval,”  and 
promises  to  give  to  the  promotion  of  my  views  not  only  the  influence  of  an 
official  recommendation,  but  the  weight  ol  his  personal  sanction. 

Maryland. — At  the  December  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  1841,  the 
State  Librarian  made  a report,  in  which  he  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  System  of  Exchange;  and  on  the  10th  of  March,  1842,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

“ Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland , passed  March  10,  1842. 

“No.  11.  Resolvedby  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  fifty  copies 
of  the  laws,  public  documents,  and  journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Delegates,  of  the  number  annually  printed  for  distribution  among  the 
several  counties  and  Howard  district  of  this  State,  shall  be,  and  the  several 
printers  to  the  Legislature  are  hereby,  authorized  to  deposite  the  same  in 
the  State  Library  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  in  foreign  countries;  that  the 
Librarian  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  have  the  same 
bound,  and  to  transmit  the  above  extra  copies  of  the  laws,  public  docu- 
ments, journals  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  together  with 
such  surplus  books,  now  remaining  in  the  Library,  as  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Library  may  direct,  to  the  agents  of  foreign  countries  in  the  United 
States  authorized  to  receive  the  same  for  the  above  purpose.” 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1844,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“ Resolution,  passed  March  9,  1844. 

“No.  53.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  December  session,  1841, 
No.  11,  directing  the  Librarian  to  perform  certain  duties,  that  his  excel- 
lency the  Governor  be  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  unappropriated  money 
in  the  treasury,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary,  under  the  said 
resolution,  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  exchange  of  surplus 
books,  documents,  &c.,  with  the  agents  of  foreign  countries,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  authorized  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library.” 

Virginia. — On  the  5th  of  April,  1848,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  ad- 
dressed to  me  a communication,  from  which  I beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing extract: 
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“Executive  Department, 

“ Richmond , Virginia , April  5,  1848. 

“Dear  Sir:  You  will  receive,  herewith,  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  adopted  on  the  23d  of  March,  1848,  in  which 
that  body,  expressing  the  sentiment  of  Virginia,  approve  your  ‘noble  de- 
sign,’ applaud  the  spirit  which  conceived,  and  the  enthusiasm  which  has 
achieved  it,  and  tender  you  the  agency  for  this  State  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  and  continuing  it.” 

The  resolutions  accompanying  this  letter  wTere  the  following: 

“ Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

“Whereas  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  regards  with  interest  the  noble  de‘ 
sign  of  a national  interchange  of  productions  of  art,  science,  industry,  and 
natural  history,  projected  by  Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  and  patronized 
with  such  magnificence  by  the  French  Government,  and  is  desirous  of  con- 
tributing to  a work  so  important — 

“ Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly , That  the  spirit  which  has  conceived 
this  design  is  as  admirable  as  the  disinterested  enthusiasm  which  has 
achieved  it;  and  that  this  Legislature,  as  a testimonial  of  its  appreciation 
of  the  character  and  services  of  its  distinguished  author,  hereby  invite  him 
to  visit  the  halls  of  Legislature  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
hereby  tender  to  him  the  appointment  of  agent  for  the  State  of  Virgina  for 
conducting  the  exchange  of  such  subjects  as  may  be  presented  by  Virginia 
to  France. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  has  learned  with  gratitude  that  France, 
of  whose  prosperity  we  always  hear  with  pleasure,  and  in  whose  misfor- 
tunes we  always  sympathize,  has  presented  to  Virginia  literary  works  of  a 
rare,  useful,  and  costly  character,  for  which  it  is  incumbent  to  make  some 
return,  even  if  inadequate. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  State  Librarian  be  instructed  to  forward  to  the  agent 
of  International  Exchanges  such  copies  of  the  Code  and  of  the  Law  Re- 
ports, of  the  Journals  and  other  legislative  documents,  or  other  works,  as 
may  be  spared  without  detriment  to  the  library.  He  shall  forward  such 
reports  of  the  moral,  social,  and  political  statistics  of  Virginia,  as  may  tend 
to  diffuse  amongst  other  nations  a correct  knowledge  of  her  institutions,  her 
condition,  and  her  capacities;  that  he  shall  likewise  forward  any  private 
donations  intended  for  the  department  of  International  Exchanges;  and  that 
he  be  required  to  report  annually  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Library.” 

Indiana. — The  following  letter  from  the  Governor  of  this  State,  with 
the  resolutions  which  accompany  it,  will  show  the  highly  liberal  course  which 
she  has  pursued  in  relation  to  exchanges.  I ought  to  add  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  her  Legislature  upon  the  subject  have  been  printed  together  in 
an  executive  document  which,  for  typographical  beauty,  would  do  credit 
to  the  oldest  State  in  the  Union : 

“Indianapolis,  Indiana , March  2,  1848. 

“Dear  sir:  Your  letter,  and  the  accompanying  documents  with  which 
I was  favored,  were  duly  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State  at  its  last 
session,  with  a recommendation  of  your  proposed  system  of  International 
Literary  Exchanges.  In  accordance  with  my  expressed  wish,  a joint  res- 
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olution  was  passed  by  that  body,  a copy  of  which  I take  pleasure  in  en- 
closing to  you;  the  terms  of  which,  although  not  as  liberal  as  could  have 
been  desired,  yet,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  State,  it 
is  hoped  may  prove  satisfactory. 

“I  gladly  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  repeat  the  invitation  extended 
to  you  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  visit  this  place,  at  such  time  as  may 
suit  your  convenience,  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  enclosed  joint  res- 
olution. 

“That  you  may  succeed  in  your  laudable  public-spirited  enterprise  be- 
yond your  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  that  your  life  may  be  spared 
until  you  reap  a well-merited  reward  for  the  time,  labor,  and  talent  which 
you  have  so  generously  bestowed  upon  it,  is  my  fervent  wish. 

“I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

“JAMES  WHITCOMB, 

“ Governor  of  Indiana. 

“UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

“STATE  OF  INDIANA. 

UJ1  Joint  Resolution  relative  to  International  Literary  Exchanges. 

uBe  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  the 
duties  devolved  on  the  Secretary  of  State  by  a Joint  Resolution,  approved 
January  15,  1844,  and  also  a Joint  Resolution  approved  January  27, 
1847,  both  in  relation  to  International  Literary  Exchanges,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  devolved  on  the  State  librarian,  who  is  directed  to 
fit  up  in  the  State  Library  Rooms  all  necessary  shelves  and  cases  for 
the  reception  and  safe-keeping  of  such  Exchanges  as  shall  be  presented 
to  the  State;  and  who  shall  also,  in  his  annual  report  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, make  a separate  and  detailed  statement  of  their  extent  and  con- 
dition. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  Alexandre  Yattemare,  who  projected  said 
system  of  International  Exchanges,  and  is  now  in  the  United  States,  with 
the  view  to  its  more  perfect  development  and  general  adoption,  is  justly  en- 
titled to  the  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  people  of  Indiana,  for 
his  exalted  and  untiring  efforts  in  establishing  for  them  a direct  intercourse 
with  the  minds  and  hearts  of  Europe,  of  which  valuable  fruits  have  already 
been  tendered  to  the  State;  and,  in  testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  his 
eminent  services,  the  said  Alexandre  Vattemare  is  hereby  invited,  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  visit  the  capital  of  Indiana  at  his  earliest  conve- 
nience, for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  Governor  in  relation  to  his 
system  of  Exchanges,  and  the  best  method  of  rendering  it  permanently 
subservient  to  the  welfare  of  the  State;  and  the  Governor  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  adopt  any  and  all  arrangements,  within  the  means  granted  by  this 
resolution,  as  will  most  effectually  and  amply  accomplish  the  object  in 
view. 

“ Be  it  farther  resolved,  That  Alexandre  Yattemare  is  hereby  consti- 
tuted the  agent  of  this  State  in  effecting  International  Exchanges  with  such 
governments,  public  institutions,  and  cities  of  Europe,  as  shall  adopt  his 
system;  and  for  the  necessary  expenses  to  render  such  agency  permanent 
and  effectual,  an  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  is  here- 
by appropriated  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  on  warrant  of  the  auditor  of 
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State,  who  shall  issue  the  same  on  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  that 
the  amount  certified  has  been  properly  expended. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  there  shall  be  annually  printed  and  bound 
fifty  extra  copies  of  all  laws,  resolves,  journals,  and  legislative  documents, 
which  shall  be  especially  set  apart  for  International  Exchanges;  and  the 
Governor  and  State  Librarian  are  hereby  authorized  to  select  such  dupli- 
cate works  in  the  State  Library  as  can  be  spared,  to  be  used  for  the  same 
purpose. 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  instructions  on  the  best  mode  of  col- 
lecting, preserving,  and  transporting  objects  of  natural  history,  which  were 
communicated  with  the  documents  accompanying  the  Governor’s  special 
message,  be  added  to  the  documentary  journal,  and  that  five  hundred  ex- 
tra copies  be  printed  for  distribution,  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor, 
with  such  other  documents  as  he  shall  deem  useful  and  proper. 

'•‘■Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  communicate 
a copy  of  this  Joint  Resolution  to  said  Alexandre  Vattemare. 

“WILLIAM  A.  PORTER, 

“ Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
“PARIS  C.  DUNNING, 

“President  of  the  Senate. 

“Approved,  February  12,  1848. 

“JAMES  WHITCOMB.” 

Michigan. — On  the  12th  of  March,  1844,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  passed  the  Legislature  of  Michigan : 

“Preamble  and  Joint  Resolution  relative  to  Mans.  Vattemare' s system  of  In- 
ternational Literary  Exchanges. 

“Whereas  Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  a citizen  of  France,  has,  with 
an  unexampled  zeal,  devoted  his  time,  his  energies,  and  his  fortune,  to  the 
philanthropic  effort  of  establishing  an  intellectual  confederacy  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth : 

“And  whereas  his  system  of  International  Literary  Exchanges  is  not 
only  promotive  of  science  and  the  improvement  of  literature  and  the  arts, 
but  is  also  conducive  to  the  fraternization  of  governments,  and  the  diffu- 
sion of  civilization  throughout  the  globe : 

“And  whereas  the  project  has  been  approved  by  the  Chambers  and 
Ministers  of  France,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Legis- 
latures of  several  of  the  States,  and  by  the  statesmen  and  literati  of  both 
nations — 

“Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  That  in  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his  disinter- 
ested labors  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  for  the  valuable  works  present- 
ed by  him  to  the  State,  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  Michigan  are  respect- 
fully tendered  to  Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  in  Legislature  convened. 

“Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  requested  to  receive  the  parcel  of  books  transmitted  by 
Mons.  Vattemare,  through  Lewis  Cass,  jr.,  esq.,  to  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  also  the  parcel  consigned  to  E.  Thayer  & Co.,  forwarding  merchants 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  place  the  same  in  the  State  Library. 


“Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  further  authorized 
and  requested  to  transmit  to  Mons.  Vattemare  a copy  of  the  revised  sta- 
tutes and  session  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  together  with  the  journals 
and  documents  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  such  maps  of  the 
several  counties  as  are  now  completed. 

“ Resolved , That  the  State  geologist  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
requested  to  examine  and  report  to  the  next  Legislature  what  duplicate 
specimens  of  the  natural  history  of  Michigan  are  in  his  department  of  the 
University. 

“ Resolved , That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested,  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  the  appointment  of 
Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  as  an  agent  of  the  General  Government,  to 
act  in  behalf  of  this  State,  with  power  to  conduct  Literary  Exchanges  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States. 

“ Resolved , That  his  Excellency  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  trans- 
mit a copy  of  these  Resolutions,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  edu- 
cation, lo  Mons.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 

“EDWIN  N.  LOTHROP, 

“Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
“EDWIN  M.  CURT, 

“ President  of  the  Senate , (pro  tem.) 

“Approved,  March  T2,  1S44. 

“JNO.  S.  BARRY.” 

III.  Wide  as  is  the  field  which  the  system  of  International  Exchanges  pro- 
poses to  occupy,  it  is  a simple  scheme  which  may  be  grasped  by  the  intel- 
ligence of  a child.  It  is  a plan  which  is  designed  to  give  to  the  intellectual 
treasures  of  the  civilized  world  the  same  dissemination  and  equalization 
which  commerce  has  already  given  to  its  material  ones.  By  means  of  the 
agency  of  commerce,  all  productions  which  can  administer  to  the  support, 
comfort,  or  enjoyment  of  human  life,  which  exist  in  superabundance  in  one 
quarter,  are  transported  to  another,  so  that  every  nation  enjoys  all  that  can 
be  found  in  every  other.  The  American  gentleman  is  indebted  for  the 
luxuries  upon  his  table,  the  elegancies  of  his  dress,  and  the  splendor  of  his 
drawing  room , to  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  system  of  exchanges 
proposes  to  go  one  step  farther.  It  has  for  its  comprehensive  design  to 
place  at  the  disposal  of  every  nation  all  the  sources  of  intellectual  culture 
and  of  refinement  of  taste  which  are  possessed  by  the  most  favored  of  its 
fellows;  and  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object  by  means  which  shall  open, 
foster,  and  cement  relations  of  amity  and  good  fellowship  between  the  par- 
ties concerned. 

I am  aware  that  a plan  somewhat  similar  has  long  been  in  operation  with 
regard  to  particular  institutions  and  particular  departments  of  human 
knowledge.  Science  has  long  acknowledged  the  importance,  the  indispen- 
sableness of  such  a course  to  the  rapid  advance  of  its  great  interests,  and 
scientific  bodies  throughout  the  world  are  in  the  constant  receipt  of  the 
published  proceedings  and  papers  of  their  colaborers  in  the  great  cause.  Its 
incredible  progress,  and  the  splendid  results  which  everywhere  surround 
us,  and  form  the  crowning  glory  of  our  age,  are  a sufficient  testimonial  to 
the  wisdom  of  this  unity  of  action.  Yet  even  these  exchanges  have  sought 
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the  ordinary  channels  of  trade,  and  have  been  subjected  to  all  the  inter- 
ruptions and  burdened  with  all  the  taxes  which  encumber  it. 

The  system  of  exchange  does  not  propose  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
any  similar  plan  already  in  operation.  Its  main  design  is  to  open  a chan- 
nel of  communication  between  the  people  of  the  various  nations  of  the 
world,  which  shall  bring  them  together  upon  the  neutral  ground  of  letters, 
and  by  making  them  better  acquainted  with  each  others’  laws,  manners  and 
customs  and  intellectual  wealth,  by  acts  of  mutual  kindness  and  courtesy, 
to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  peace  and  of  reciprocal  respect  and  good  feeling. 

Extensive  business  arrangements  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plan.  It 
was  proposed  to  establish  in  the  United  States  a central  depot,  to  which  all 
objects  of  exchange  can  be  transmitted  to  be  shipped  to  foreign  countries, 
and  where  all  returns  from  abroad  may  be  received  and  sent  to  their  re- 
spective destinations  in  America.  It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the 
two  Treasury  circulars  before  quoted,  that  this  depot  is,  by  the  official  act 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  established  at  the  New  York  Custom  House. 

In  connection  with  this  depot  will  be  a similar  one  in  Paris,  through 
which  all  exchanges  are  to  pass.  The  depot  in  Paris  will  also  be  the  seat 
of  the  General  Agency,  which  will  have  the  management  of  all  the  busi- 
ness of  exchange,  where  all  the  responsibility  for  its  faithful  conduct  will 
rest,  and  to  which  all  subordinates  will  be  accountable.  The  General 
Agency  will  employ  subordinate  agents  in  the  capitals  of  all  the  nations 
and  states  which  unite  in  the  support  of  the  system,  who  wTill  be  paid  by  it 
and  report  to  it:  these  agents  will  be  charged  with  the  receipt  and  trans- 
mission of  all  objects  of  exchange,  and  all  the  transactions  of  the  general 
agency  with  their  State  or  Nation,  will  be  conducted  through  them. 

Such  is,  in  brief,  an  outline  of  the  machinery  which  it  is  in  contemplation 
to  employ.  The  necessity  for  it  will  be  apparent  from  a few  obvious  con- 
siderations which  I have  already  urged  in  a communication  which  I had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress  during 
the  past  session,  from  which  I beg  leave  to  make  the  following  extract: 

“ In  the  conduct  of  a system  involving  such  a number  of  multifarious 
operations,  unity  of  action  is  the  first  of  all  the  conditions  of  success.  A 
single  establishment,  ramifying  itself  by  means  of  its  agents  wherever  its 
operations  demand  its  presence,  must  be  made  the  responsible  head,  from 
which  all  the  transactions  of  Exchange  throughout  the  wrnrld  are  to  be  con- 
trolled and  directed,  and  where  all  accountability  is  to  rest.  Division  of 
this  responsibility  would  lessen  its  force,  and  would  take  away  the  neces- 
sary guaranty  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  trusts  imposed. 

“ With  this  view7,  and  in  accordance  w'ith  the  united  opinions  of  the 
ablest  men  and  the  first  scientific  bodies  of  both  continents,  Paris  has  been 
selected  as  the  seat  of  a Central  Agency,  having  collateral  branches  in 
the  capitals  of  the  several  States  who  unite  in  the  support  of  the  system. 
It  vfill  form  the  great  heart — receiving  from  all  quarters,  and  transmitting 
to  all,  the  intellectual  life-blood  of  the  nations — their  literature,  science, 
and  arts.  All  the  agents  of  the  system  will  be  responsible  to  the  Central 
Agency,  and  it,  in  its  turn,  will  be  responsible  to  the  nations  which  make 
it  the  channel  of  their  exchanges. 

“For  the  support  of  this  Agency,  an  estimate  was  submitted  to  you  sev- 
eral months  ago,  vffiich  I beg  leave  to  recapitulate  here; 
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i i For  one  chief  clerk  - $1,000 

“ one  assistant  - (450 

u two  messengers  - 400 

u agents,  resident  at  capitals  of  States,  - 3,000 

“ publication  of  quarterly  report  • - 2,000 

“ rent,  &c.,  of  office  - 400 

“ travelling  expenses  ...  1,500 

“ incidental  expenses  - - - 1,500 


Total,  ....  $10,250 


“ The  report  referred  to  in  the  above  estimate  is  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant features  of  the  plan,  as  it  offers  the  most  certain  guaranty  for  the  faith- 
ful expenditure  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  system,  as 
well  as  for  the  proper  distribution  of  the  books,  and  other  articles  of  ex- 
change, entrusted  to  its  care.  It  will  exhibit,  in  the  minutest  detail,  not 
only  the  pecuniary  accounts  of  the  Agency,  but  the  disposition  made  of 
every  article  that  passes  through  its  hands,  so  that  every  institution  and 
every  individual  who  shall  have  contributed  even  the  smallest  pamphlet  for 
purposes  of  exchange,  will  be  able  to  ascertain  at  once  whether  it  has  been 
faithfully  transmitted  to  its  destination.  The  system  of  accountability  will 
thus  be  rigid  and  complete.  The  report,  while  thus  operating  as  a salutary 
check  upon  agents  disposed  to  be  unfaithful,  will  serve  the  further,  and  not 
less  useful,  purpose  of  furnishing  to  the  institutions  of  the  various  countries 
connected  with  the  plan,  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  each  might  obtain 
from  the  other,  and  where  the  objects  desired  could  be  procured.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  system  have  not  unaptly  been  compared  to  the  circulation  of 
the  blood:  this  particular  feature  of  it  will  correspond  to  the  function  of  nu- 
trition, which  enables  each  part  to  appropriate  whatever  is  best  adapted  for 
its  own  nourishment  and  growth. 

“ Of  the  sum  required  for  the  support  of  the  Agency,  $2,300  have  already 
been  secured  by  the  legislative  appropriations  of  various  States,  viz: 


u By  the  State  of  Maine 

- 

- $300 

U 

u 

Massachusetts 

- 

300 

u 

a 

V ermont 

- 

200 

u 

a 

New  York 

- 

400 

u 

u 

New  Jersey 

- 

300 

u 

u 

Indiana 

- 

400 

u 

u 

Virginia 

- 

400 

$2,300 

Add  to  this  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  Federal  Government,  ($2,000,) 
and  we  have  a balance  of  but  $5,t  50  to  be  secured  from  the  twenty-three 
other  States  which  have  not  yet  acted  on  the  subject.  The  interest  every- 
where manifested  throughout  the  Union  in  the  success  of  the  system,  war- 
rants me  in  the  expectation  that,  not  only  the  fourteen  other  States  which 
have  already  opened  communications  with  me  on  the  subject,  in  terms  fa- 
vorable in  the  highest  degree  to  the  design,  but  every  State  in  the  Union 
will  cheerfully  contribute  towards  the  support  of  the  Central  Agency  at 
Paris.” 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statements  in  the  above  extract  that  the  sums 
asked  of  the  various  States  are  exceedingly  small,  yet  they  will  be  still 


farther  diminished  when  the  system  has  once  been  put  in  full  operation, 
and  all  its  transactions  reduced  to  perfect  regularity.  Trifling  as  these  sums 
individually  are,  the  aggregate  of  them  forms  the  working  capital  of  the 
system,  and  hence  the  indispensable  necessity  of  their  being  made  perma- 
nent. The  sole  object  of  asking  them  at  all  is  to  secure  the  permanence  of 
the  relations  which  the  system  of  exchange  has  already  been  so  successful 
in  establishing  between  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world;  relations,  the 
importance  of  which  can  not  be  diminished  by  time.  I have  therefore 
most  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  to  request  that  some  measure  may  be 
recommended  to  the  legislature  of  your  State,  calculated  to  place  the  an- 
nual appropriation  beyond  the  reach  of  those  causes  which  might  operate 
temporarily  to  interrupt  it.  Thus  the  Central  Agency  would  be  enabled 
to  found  its  expenses  upon  a perfectly  safe  basis. 

In  France,  an  old  country,  with  a dense  population,  where  the  business 
relations  of  men  are  marked  by  a permanence  and  solidity  which  the  cir- 
cumstances and  wants  of  a new  country  forbid,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  secure  the  services  of  such  men  as  the  duties  of  the  agency  will  re- 
quire, unless  I had  it  in  my  power  to  offer  them  the  surest  guaranties  of  the 
certainty  and  permanence  of  the  means  upon  w'hich  I rely  for  their  remune- 
ration. I trust  the  importance  of  these  considerations  will  lead  to  such  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  various  States,  whose  agent  I have  the  honor  to  have 
been  appointed,  as  will  relieve  my  mind  from  all  anxiety  on  the  subject. 

A brief  notice  of  the  advantages  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  the  full  realization  of  the  system  of  Exchange  will  close  this  report, 
which  I fear  has  already  extended  beyond  the  limits  which  I ought  to  have 
set  to  my  demands  upon  your  patience. 

To  America,  it  is  believed  that  the  increased  knowledge  and  apprecia- 
tion of  her  intellectual  wealth  and  resources,  which  must  result  from  the 
wide  dissemination  of  her  products  of  mind  throughout  the  civilized  world, 
would  be  more  than  a full  remuneration  for  a hundred  times  the  expendi- 
ture which  is  necessary  to  secure  it;  if,  indeed,  any  pecuniary  estimate  is 
not  wholly  out  of  place  in  calculating  the  value  of  such  appreciation.  It 
is  a lamentable  fact  that  the  United  States  does  not  occupy  that  high  place, 
in  European  estimation,  to  wThich  her  social  and  national  position  entitle 
her.  She  is  either  seen  through  the  distorted  medium  of  a foreign  press, 
or  judged  from  the  narrations  of  ignorant,  prejudiced,  or  mercenary  travel- 
lers, who  visit  her  shores  merely  to  discover  such  faults  and  foibles  as  will 
enable  them  to  make  a saleable  book.  Had  the  people  of  Europe  an  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  your  wise  and  salutary  laws;  the  peaceful,  yet  powreiful 
working  of  your  free  Government;  your  admirable  institutions  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  vice,  and  the  relief  of  honest  poverty;  the  freedom  of  your  re- 
ligious view's,  and  the  universal  means  of  education  which  you  possess; 
your  public  works  and  public  press,  rivalling  each  other  in  public  benefit; 
your  immense  natural  resources,  and  the  enterprising  industry  of  your  citi- 
zens; could  this  knowledge  but  be  diffused,  Europe  would  at  once  be  forced 
to  respect  and  admire  you  for  other  than  military  or  commercial  triumphs, 
and  feel  proud  that  your  continent  was  peopled  by  her  sons. 

One  great  step  towards  the  spread  of  the  knowledge  of  America  and  her 
institutions  in  Europe  has  already  been  made  by  the  system  of  Exchange 
in  the  formation  of  an  American  Library  in  the  city  of  Paris.  This 
library  is  already  in  existence,  and  contains  a highly  valuable  collection  of 
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American  books,  constantly  increased  by  the  large  transmissions  which 
American  liberality  is  constantly  enabling  me  to  make  to  it  of  the  richest 
productions  of  the  national  mind.  In  the  hall  of  this  Library,  each  State 
of  the  American  Union  has  an  alcove  expressly  appropriated  for  the  recep- 
tion of  its  contributions,  each  severally  distinguished  by  its  name,  arms, 
and  the  date  of  its  incorporation,  so  that  the  thousands  of  Frenchmen,  and 
foreigners  of  every  nation,  who  visit  the  Hotel  de  Ville  weekly,  must, 
per  force,  become  better  acquainted  with  the  history  and  genius  of  your 
glorious  country.  1 appeal  to  American  patriotism  to  aid  me  in  making 
his  library  a worthy  monument  to  the  intellect  and  liberality  of  the  Nation. 

The  advantage  to  the  book  trade  which  must  be  derived  from  having 
copies  of  the  best  American  works  placed  in  the  great  Government  Libra- 
ries of  Europe,  acting  as  a standing  advertisement  of  the  publishers  and 
authors,  is  too  obvious  to  require  that  it  should  be  more  than  hinted.  The 
same  remark  will  apply  to  important  American  inventions.  The  American 
patentee  could  not  be  robbed  of  his  right  in,  or  the  credit  he  deserves  for,  a 
useful  invention,  if  the  drawings,  specification,  and  model  were  deposited  in 
a foreign  patent  otlice  as  the  evidence  of  his  claim.  This  view  was  taken 
by  the  present  able  and  liberal  head  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  when  he 
placed  in  my  hands  copies  of  the  specifications  and  drawings  of  the  most 
important  inventions  patented  during  the  past  year,  to  be  presented  to  the 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  of  France. 

The  operations  of  the  General  Agency,  when  once  it  is  fully  estab- 
lished, may  gradually,  and  with  great  advantage,  be  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace objects  collateral  to  its  main  design.  Statistical  information  of  every 
kind  may  seek  that  channel  for  dissemination,  and  as  an  object  directly  in 
line  of  its  chief  purpose — to  promote  international  good  will — a bureau 
might  eventually  be  engrafted  upon  it  which  should  be  charged  with  the 
interests  of  emigrants,  furnishing  them  with  every  species  of  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  region  to  which  they  propose  to  remove,  the  price  of 
land  and  labor,  its  sanitary  condition,  the  expenses  of  transportation  to  it, 
the  articles  most  necessary  for  their  comfort,  &.C.,  &,c.  Artisans  might  be  di- 
rected to  the  point  where  their  labors  would  be  most  likely  to  meet  with 
reward,  and  the  honest  and  deserving  be  furnished  with  certificates  which 
should  secure  for  them  a welcome  and  good  treatment  upon  their  arrival. 
I merely  hint  at  these  things  to  show  that  the  system  contains  within  itself 
elements  of  usefulness  which  are  yet  undeveloped. 

The  encouragement  which  it  affords  to  the  formation  of  new  libraries 
and  museums  is  among  the  prominent  benefits  promised  by  the  system. 
It  contemplates,  as  one  of  the  most  certain  elements  of  its  own  permanent 
success,  the  establishment,  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  of  free  public 
libraries  and  museums,  ever  open  to  the  use  of  the  people.  For  the  found- 
ing of  such  institutions  peculiar  inducements  and  facilities  are  offered  by 
the  system  of  Exchange.  It  gives  a new  and  enhanced  value  to  objects 
which  were  before,  on  account  of  their  abundance,  disregarded  in  their 
own  peculiar  locality.  The  laws,  reports,  and  all  the  legislative  documents 
of  governments,  assume,  as  the  circulating  medium  of  exchange,  a value 
far  beyond  their  cost,  and  will  ensure  returns  of  priceless  works  which 
could  be  obtained  in  no  other  way;  and  yet  these  documents  are  often 
stowed  away  in  garrets  as  useless  rubbish,  or  sold  by  the  pound  as  waste 
paper.  In  addition  to  these,  the  town,  city,  or  State,  desirous  of  founding 
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a library,  has,  in  its  specimens  of  natural  history,  its  animal,  vegetable, 
and  mineral  productions,  an  almost  exhaustless  fund,  convertible,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Exchange,  into  books  and  works  of  art.  Thus  a 
very  limited  expenditure  of  money  will  produce  results  of  the  highest  value. 

Every  State  in  the  American  Confederacy,  I believe,  has,  at  its  capital, 
a collection  of  books  known  as  the  State  Library.  In  most  of  them,  how- 
ever, the  works  are  chiefly  of  a legal  and  political  character,  intended  al- 
most exclusively  for  the  use  ot  the  legislators  during  the  session  of  their 
body.  In  the  intervals  between  the  sessions  the  library  is  only  occasion- 
ally open,  and,  even  if  open  all  the  time,  would  be  of  little  benefit  to  the 
mass  of  the  public,  who  either  feel  no  interest  in,  or  are  not  prepared  to 
understand  the  subjects  to  which  the  works  are  mainly  devoted.  Science, 
general  literature,  and  the  fine  arts,  have  no  place  among  them;  and  lite- 
rary men,  and  the  reading  part  of  the  public,  do  not  make  these  libraries 
places  of  resort  for  literary  relaxation,  or  for  severer  study.  There  are 
doubtless  exceptions,  but  such  is  the  general  character  of  these  institutions. 

Now,  this  might  very  readily,  and  with  the  most  desirable  results,  be 
changed.  The  resources  of  exchange,  liberally  employed,  added  to  a very 
moderate  annual  appropriation,  judiciously  applied,  would  build  up  in  your 
State  capitals  libraries  which  would  be  just  sources  of  pride,  and  afford, 
morever,  invaluable  means  of  reference  to  scholars,  and  of  cultivation  and 
improvement  to  the  whole  people.  There  could  be  no  spirit  of  exclusive- 
ness in  such  institutions;  each  man  would  feel  that  he  was  enjoying  the 
advantages  which  he  had  himself  aided  to  procure,  and  that  he  and  his 
children  might  freely  avail  of  them  without  fear  or  favor.  This  would  be 
a true  intellectual  democracy — the  best  books,  selected  to  suit  the  wants 
of  all  classes  and  professions,  freely  thrown  open  to  the  use  of  all.  With 
reference  to  Exchanges,  such  a library  would  be  the  most  proper  channel 
through  which  the  business  should  be  conducted — the  appropriate  seat  of 
the  State  Exchange  Agency.  It  would  open  an  account  with  the 
institutions  of  the  State  desirous  of  partaking  of  the  advantages  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  with  the  national  central  depot,  and  thus  be  put  in  relation  with 
the  whole  scientific  and  literary  world. 

A liberal  system  of  domestic  exchanges — each  State  setting  apart  for 
the  library  of  each  of  her  sister  States  copies  of  all  the  public  documents, 
of  every  description,  published  by  her  authority — would  make  each  of  the 
State  libraries  a depository  of  the  complete  materials  for  the  history  of 
every  State  in  the  Union,  and  thus  the  liability  of  important  public  histori- 
cal records  to  loss  or  destruction  would  be  diminished  thirty  fold;  while 
the  lights  they  throw  upon  legislation  would  be  placed  in  possession  of 
legislators  in  every  portion  of  the  country. 

Let  the  means  which  have  been  hinted  be  judiciously  used,  and  the 
State  Libraries  of  America  will,  ere  long,  in  extent  and  usefulness, 
equal  any  similar  institutions  in  the  world. 

Great  as  undoubtedly  are  the  advantages  which  have  already  been  sug- 
gested as  likely  to  flow  from  the  general  adoption  of  the  system  of  Ex- 
change, yet  it  would  be  deprived  of  by  far  its  greatest  claim  to  the  support 
of  the  wise  and  good,  but  for  its  important  moral  bearings.  It  is  chiefly, 
as  it  tends  to  open  between  the  people  of  the  various  nations  of  the  world 
an  intercourse  of  kindness  and  courtesy,  to  throw  down  the  barriers  of  na- 
tional prejudice,  and  cultivate  a spirit  of  national  peace  and  good  will,  that 


it  appeals  to  the  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  the  patriot  and  philan- 
thropist. 

To  employ  the  eloquent  language  of  a report  made  by  a committee  of 
the  common  council  of  the  city  of  New  York: 

“Hitherto  the  intercourse  of  nations  has  hardly  transcended  the  jealous 
boundaries  of  mere  interest  and  of  diplomatic  etiquette.  Ambassadors 
have  been  interchanged  and  treaties  negotiated  to  prevent  encroachment 
on  either  side,  to  regulate  the  trade,  and  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  con- 
tracting parties.  Even  friendship  in  such  cases  has  always  taken  care 
that  the  clang  of  the  warlike  sword  should  be  heard  in  the  embrace  of 
peace,  and  that  the  grasp  of  amity  should  ever  be  given  with  the  mailed 
hand.  There  is  no  instance  of  national  relations,  as  your  committee  be- 
lieve, in  which  the  greatest  care  has  not  been  taken  lest  the  one  might 
obtain  some  advantage  over  the  other.  But  to  the  system  of  exchange  is 
due  the  honor  of  introducing  a higher  and  nobler  spirit  into  national  inter- 
course. It  has  conceived,  and  introduced  into  practice,  the  idea  of  true 
friendship  between  the  great  branches  of  the  human  family — of  a friend- 
ship which  aims  at  mutual  benefits,  rather  than  at  self  interest — which  has 
no  suspicion  and  no  jealousy — which  gives  and  receives  without  carefully 
inquiring  into  values  or  calculating  profits — which,  while  it  is  eminently 
peaceful  and  beneficent,  holds  in  reserve  no  means  of  hostility,  and  no 
threats  of  war.  Like  the  mysterious  wires  which  stretch  almost  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  annihilating  distance,  and  making  all 
places  through  which  they  pass  to  be  like  one  place,  so  these  mutual  gifts 
are  destined  to  remove  the  barriers  of  antagonist  nationality,  and  render 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  as  they  should  be,  one  united  family.” 

The  united  voice  of  hundreds  of  the  greatest  and  best  men  of  your  coun- 
try might  be  added  to  this  glowing  testimonial,  but  I can  only  allow  my- 
self to  subjoin  the  following: 

From  the  Hon.  George  M.  Dallas. 

“This  conception  of  M.  Vattemare’s,  of  such  simplicity  in  execution, 
and  of  such  enlarged  philanthropy  in  results,  is  realized;  its  practical  ef- 
fects are  seen,  felt,  appreciated;  and,  throughout  civilization,  the  generous 
and  wise  cannot  fail  to  establish  and  cultivate  so  certain  a source  of  mental 
improvement,  and  so  strong  a bond  of  mutual  respect  and  peace.” 

From  the  Hon.  John  Y.  Mason. 

“In  such  exchanges  the  friends  of  free  government  may  anticipate  rich 
rewards.  In  this  enlightened  age  such  acts  of  national  comity  are  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship,  and  promote  offices  of  good 
will  and  kindness  between  nations,  not  likely  to  be  sundered  or  forgotten, 
by  making  the  people  of  each  better  acquainted  with  the  institutions,  the 
laws,  the  arts,  sciences,  and  letters  of  the  other.” 

From  the  Hon.  Edmund  Burke. 

“This  noble  enterprize,  which  owes  its  origin  to  your  devotion,  enthu- 
siasm, and  persevering  energy,  will  mark  a new  era  in  civilization.  Na- 
tions, by  interchanging  the  rich  treasures  of  intellect,  science,  and  art,  will 
cultivate  towaids  each  other  sentiments  of  mutual  respect,  sympathy,  and 
o-ood  will;  and  thus  will  they  learn  to  suppress  those  bad  passions  and 
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vices  which  lead  to  contention,  hostility,  and  bloodshed,  and  which  have 
scourged  and  afflicted  the  world  with  sanguinary  and  desolating  wars.  To 
achieve  so  great  a victory  over  the  passions  and  vices  of  men  and  nations 
by  such  noble  means  will  be  the  proudest  of  human  triumphs.” 


From  the  Hon.  Franklin  Pierce. 


“That  which  was  formerly  only  a figure  of  speech,  will  now  be  a sub- 
stantial reality,  and  the  scientific  and  literary  union  of  nations,  which  your 
efforts  have  effected,  will  consolidate  ‘the  republic  of  letters.’  ” 


I have  thus,  sir,  laid  before  you,  as  briefly  as  the  subject  would  permit, 
a statement  of  the  details  of  my  plan,  as  well  as  of  the  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  system  of  Exchange  in  your  country.  Flattering,  as  it  un- 
doubtedly appears,  much  will  still  depend  upon  the  action  which  you  are 
to  take  for  its  security  and  permanence.  I rely  with  entire  confidence 
upon  your  wisdom,  and  upon  the  friendly  disposition  towards  the  cause 
which  you  have  already  manifested. 

Should  the  hopes  which  I have  so  much  reason  to  indulge  be  indeed 
realized,  then  the  intellectual  union  of  nations  will  no  longer  be  the  dream 
of  an  enthusiast,  but  will  have  received  from  the  western  hemisphere  an 
impulse  which  must  secure  its  establishment;  and  the  world,  which  has  so 
lately  witnessed  with  admiration  the  triumphs  of  American  arms,  will,  in 
the  more  quiet  and  grateful  pursuits  of  peace,  owe  a new  debt  of  gratitude 
to  American  example. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDRE  VATTEMARE, 


Exchanges.  1 he  system  of  international  exchange  nas  Deen  con- 
ducted  with  very  important  results  during  the  last  year.  The  additions 
to  the  library  from  this  source  exceed  considerably,  in  number,  those 
ot  any  previous  year;  amounting,  in  the  aggregate/to  over  three  thou- 
sand volumes  and  parts  of  volumes.  Many  of  these  consist  of  expen- 
sive works  published  by  governments  or  institutions  in  Europe  and 
such  as  are  not  found  in  any  other  library  in  this  country.  It  will  not 
be  extravagant  to  estimate  the  value  of  these  returns  at  three  thousand 
dollars;  since  most  ol  them  are  the  current  volumes  of  the  year  and 
beaV  the  high  price  of  scientific  periodicals.  ' ’ d 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  acts  as 
the  puncipal. medium  ol  communication  between  the  scientific  and  lite- 
rary associations  of  the  old  and  the  new  world.  During  the  past  year 
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'll^a 4 /my  ton  9/ity^  0ctoA>: 


/ SoO 


‘3?id  /oxce/lfency  t/e  /yovclnol  o, 

sr*  , 

c/deiny  a /out  to  ta/e  my  fina/  te 


t /it's  ot  t/e 


7/1/ 


/ cr  y 

f'Ci ( Cs  tated , <y 


de  j tu 


am  aeoiiouj te/ole 


-my  de/ialtuleJ  to  ma/e  my  ylatefui ac,/ncio/ectyementd  to  t/e  valioud  /Stated  of  t/e  St/melm- 
can  9(lnion  to  to/tc/i  /S'  /ave  dec n oo  Sony  and  do  ctee/i/y  inde/ted f el  t/eil  unvaly  iny 
/mc/nedd  and  /odfuta/ity , ana? t/e  ii/elad afi/ileciation  t/e?y  /ave  mantled  tec/  of  t/e  dydtem 
of  w/uc/  f am  t/e  /am  ?/e  aut/ot  anc/  advocate.  m/Soot  of  t/e  f tated  /ave  tit/ el 
ac/o/itec/  t/e  fi/an  o/ inte/tectua / intelccuroe  tiu  t/  1 9e  nationd  of  t/e  c// co-ot // , ant / contiit ’u= 
ted  /idela/fy  teio-'ilc/j  ltd  oufifolt,  ol  /ave  indicated  a c/dtie  to  c/o  do.  33/ / ode  t/at  /aye 
enyayed in  t/e  diydtem  anc/  /am  lea/ied  ltd  fildt  fluitd . /ave  /een  datidf/ed toil/  /td  reou/t , 
in  enltc/iny  t/eil  /i/lalied  out/  t/e  fleet  act iond  of  /oulofean  ye  mad.  <m/3y  o/y  cct  in  t/e 
fleaent  /ettel ; id  to  ulye  a/ion  due/  3? tateo  t/e  i/nfoltance  cf  deculmy  ltd  fielmanence  /a 
t/e  adoftion  o/  mead  tiled  ci/cii/ated  to  f/ace  ltd  dufoit  /eyonc/ t/e  leac/  of fo/itica / cou- 
tenyencied . ^ t/id  end  <■// cvou/d  /ey  Serve  ledfiectf u//y  to  ma/e  t/e  fc /So  to  my  dtiyyedtiono . 

/.  *j /e  afflof  nation  macte  /y  eac/  if t ate  d/ou/c/  /e  yuite  dma/t?- do  dm  a//  ad  not  to 

off  l a mar/  fol  letlenc/ment , ana?  to  /e  in  t/e  neiy//ol/ooa?  of  t/e  fecunialy  na/ae  c/ 
t/e  o/yectd  leceived y anc/  a /toltion  o/  t/e  dam  d/ou/c/  /e  letamed  to  / lay  t/e  /tome  ex= 
/itnoed  of  t/e  dydtem,  fn  ma/eny  t/id  dayyedtion , o/  i/o  not  and/  to  /e  undelotcoct  ad 
lecoynioomy  t/e  fecunialy  va/ue  ad  a yud  t mead  ale  of  acid  of  ■mV'at/onat  comil y anc/ ’ yood 
?/}  Sut  of  wid/  to  fiat  t/e  d /yd tern  of  S /c/anye  Seyo n a t/e  leac/  oi  t/e  cavi/d  cf  t/ooe 
io/o  lecoynixe  no  ot/el  moc/e  of  edtimution . 

3/ /e  afhlof illation  o/outd  /e  ctltain.  feme  cf  t/e  3f  la  ted , in  a d/iiht  cf  /i/t  = 
la/ty , /ave  macte  a/fiicfiliaticnd  /alyel  t/un  w-ou/d  /e  nectddaliy  if  a// contli  dated  t/eil, 
flo/ioltion  to  t/e  du/ifiolt  of t/e  o/yotem , anc/  lemittect  t/e  amount  of ifilcfiltatec/ to  it/  /ibcmfiti = 
tuc/e  anc/  leya/alit/y . 33 /e  efficient  ccnc/uct  of  t/e  dydtem  cte/ienc/j  ti/ion  t/e  cer taint// 
anc? fitlmanence  of  t/e  affilofiliationd  mole  t/an  u/ion  t/eil  amount.  (3?/el/=/i\e;  office = 
lent,  tlandficltation , fia?y  o/  ayentdj  f?c<i  °?f manct  a cciidtant  anc/  celtain  income , anc/ 
loit/out  t/e  meand  of  meetiny  t/ede  ex/iended  t/e  dydtem  ccuia?  not  eridt  a dinyie  year, 
c/. n t/e  fildt yeald  of  itd  exidtence  my  o u< n /ihvate  fiU'de  dufi/i/iea?  t/e  mean/  of  lea/ieciny 
a favolite  ana?  /cny  c/d  id/ec?  ic/eay  /at  /aviny  no  to  /lied  en  tec/  it  fail/y  to  t/e  wol/a?;  f 
cannot  a/ou/t  t/at  /etny  found  to  le/iay  a /andiec/  fo/d  t/e  com/ietiatiiie/y  tli/tiay  coot 


i ltd  mcuntainanee ; it  ua// /c  /i/ela/iy,  and c/eefu//y  da/ifioltect \ 


S'  ffd  atandiny  fcmmittce,  ol felmanent  Sdyent,  ad-ouid de  affomted  d?y  cac/e  df ta/e  , 
de  cdaryed  witd  t/ie  diiadneJa  of  Szcdianye.  de  a don  fed  de  tde  duty  of  a,  & rn m it  tee  cl 
S'lyent  to  communicate  to  tde  93sntiad Sdyency  a statement , at  cel  tain  dntelvada , 


ue  tn- 


te/dectuaf  wanta  of  t/ie  df tate tde  doodia  , mafia,  tool /a  of  alt,  fc  , tvdiic/i  ale  moo 


■need 

o, 


ytven  m exc/ianye. 


dfol  ({ianf 


da and  0/  t/ie  odyecta  wduc/i  ale  in  /loaaeaaion  to  de 

of  auc/i  a ayatern,  of  diave  deen  odfyed,  in  moat  caaea  , to  ledy  entile fy  u/ion  my  own  yucdcy= 
ment,  and  may  often  dace  elled  dy  aendmy  to  a <_/  tate  wdat  it  adieady  /toaaeaaed.  <fde 
yleat  yaeationa  in  t/ieae  m tele  da  nyea  ale,  if/iat  do  you  want  / and  wdat  daw  you  yot  1 
to  yiw  in  retain  fol  tde  auffdy  of  ?youl  want  a f d/ie  w diode  efficiency  and  tiaefuin 


leaa 


of  tdie  fdan  leata  ufion  an  intefdeyent  lef  ty  to  t/ieae  yut 


eationa . 


f dey  d-.ave  to  a on,  /t,a  1 - 


ticadal  attention  to  tde  india/ienaaddeneaa  of  a flowaion  0/  tdia  dund. 

df doa  dd  tdeae  tdlee  fointo  de  attended  to  dy  tde  f tatea  ado/itrny  tde  fdan,  of  adadd 
dave  no  fealo  fol  ita  felmanent  eatad/iad ment  and  comf/ete  aucc 


J?n  cone , 


a a . 


ilia  toil,  f diave  a lemuld.a  to  offel,  -dy  wa?y  oyd  afodoyy  3rdU  infancy  of  a 


yleat  entef’uze  ta  ltd  tlymy  time  ■’  ltd  flienda  ale  a/if  to  de  fealfut  ol  diacoalayed,  and  u-j 
enemiea  diaw  a fdoiidand offoUunitiea  fol  odyection  an d le/loacd,.  od  dave  dacd adunaau t 
occadion  to  dnow  tdid  in  my  own  exfelience  y dut  confident  of  tde  -nadue  of  tde  /idan , 
and  conacioua  of  no  otdel  dedfiad  motive  m cdeaihny  ltd  edtaddia  dme  nt , tian  tde  amdition 
of  demy  tde  inatiument  of  yood  to  my  feddow  men. , if  daw  iut  one  reyueat  to  made  of 

tdeae  todo  woadd fadd  a fact yadyment  of  on  tde  dyotem  and  ita  aat/iol a fittde  fatience. 

m/Sy  adaence  flom  tde  centle  of  ofielationa , tdie  vaat  muftifficity  of  tde  odyecta  ley  uiltny 
my  f ela 0 nod  attention , tde  want  of  meand  to  daw  rn yaedf  fi o rn  cdehcaf  diuctyely  ycl  tde 
admimatlation  of  tde  ay  a tern,  daw  add  conthdatecd  to  dedcry  tdiat  leyudality  in  ita  conduct 
wdicdi  id  iudiafeuaadde  to  tde  fudf  leafdatio n of  ita  denefita , f am  now  afoul  to  letuln 
to  ffalid,  wden  id  dofe  tde  fliendd  wdo  diave  extend'd  to  me  tdeil  yeneloua  confidence  on 
tdiid  aide  1 of  tde  dftdantic  wifi  dave  no  read  on  to  de  diaaf/iointect of  exfect  to  made 


y.  of  co  m = 


allanyementa  wdicdi  widtf  yive  io  tde  tlanaactiona  of  excdianye  add  tde  leyutal 
melciad  ofielationa . 

fd dele  la  an  idea  wdted  if  dave  deny  cdieha/ied  wdicdi  df  wiad  to  fdace  m a flomment 
diy/it  defole  t die  Sfmehcan  feoff-,  anod  in  w/ucdi  cd'  diofie  to  aecule  t/iedl  unammoaa  co-ofe= 

lation it  u t/ie  eatadfia/iment  of  an  ddmehcan  didlaly  in  tde  fi/y  of  dfialia.  mfdac/i 

floyleaa  diaa  afeady  deen  mad  in  t/ie  leadixation  of  t/ua  idea.  ifVeaif  /eve  tdouaancd 


vo/iimeo  oA 


4d  ezcfcid l ve/u  sZmeltcan  Za 


ve-  a/ieac/y  Seen  coffecfec/,  ancf  ncco  / c i m i/te 

f/'nenf  o/  4/e  4ZofeZ  c/e  Z i/fe , anctei  (he 

A 


loorfid  ezerudivefy  c-gmeitcan  nave  aneauy  i ecu  voncttcir , u-nu  ucco  /am  t/u 
nuc/eud  oyf  an  S4 melican  ///i/laly  tn  an  apartment  o/  4/e  4Zofe/  c/e  Z/iY/e,  unc/el  4u 
// anc/  ezoZudive  a/ilecfion  o/  fZe  city  aaf/iolified  oyf  /Z^aiid.  off  to  fZeil  tnfenfton 
/ allanye  f/ie  w-ol'Zd  Ze/onyiny  fo  fZie  develaZ 4 ?fa fed  in  def/alafe  aZoved  , inacit/ec/  toif/i 
7tamed  ana/  alnid  o/  f/ie  valioti)  memZeld  o/  iZe  ZonZec/etay  ^tom  wZicZ  fZey  come, 
ant/  fa  coZ/ecf  f/iele  fZe  Zudfd  anc/ yioifia/fo  oyf  f/ie  ctZe/lafec/  men  oyf ycal  courtly , anc/  i/e 
vloc/ucf/ono  o/  Zel  alf/dio  tn  eveiy  Zina/,  4 o accom/i/ioZ,  a/4an  do-  eminenf/y  ca/cu/afec/ 

\ y'l/ace  SZmel/ca  in  Ziel  y'/df /iOdi(ion  ZeyZole  fZe  eyed  c/  Z/utc//e ^ 4 maZe  my  a/i/ieu/  fo 
c Ze  /laftiofidm  oyf  fZie  ctftxeno  o/  fZe  Z4fafed.  4 Zo/ie  fZaf  f/ie  attf/iold  anc/ /ut/Z/dZeld  of 
SZmertca  to-tZZ led/ionc/  fo  fZe y'/loy/o-Jifion , Zy  confl/Ztifiny  fo  fZaf  ZZZ tZlal y Oyfiectmend  o/ 
fZe  /iloa/ticfeond  o/  SZmertcan  Zealmny  anc/  yenitid . Z/ouZZ  nof  ycul  Zzce/Ze n cy  fa/e 

dome  meadUle  fo  /liny  fZiid  dttZyecf  fo  fZe  affenfion  o/  fZe  fieo/i/e  o/  your  4 fafe,  in  olctel 
f/iaf  fZiey  ma?y  Ze  y/aif  Z/u/Zy  'le/iledenfec/.  4 Zie  confltZufiond  mac/e  yfol  fZtd  fiul/iooe  dfiou/ci 

'ace  f/etl  dedftnafion  c/idfincf/y  inc/icafec/,  anc/  dZou/c/  /iaod  fZtlouyZi  fZe  4 fafe  /yen cy , 

j/mong  fZe  xnodf  yir  omtnenf  etfemenfo  of  ttdeyu/nedd  in  fZiid  ZiZlary , w-otc/c/  Ze  a-  ccm/iZefe 
delted  o/  fZie  4'>fafe  4atod.  ZZf/ued  frond  aliotny  Zefole  yZletyn  condiifd  anc / minidfelo 

■renc/et  f/iede  tool/d  oyZ 4ie  ufmodf  vaZue  y'oi  lenience.  4 neec/  nof , 4: a?n  dale,  y lo/nf  cuf  fo 
youl  SzceZZency  fZe  vaZue  anc/ i/n/icMance  oyf  dtic/i  an  edfa/ZidZimenf  in  fZe  Zeait  of  C uAcy/e. 
4/ey  an//  af  once  ouyyeof  f/iemde/veo.  (4n  oucZi  a ZiZialy , eveiy  fZuny  cf/melican  rooufu 
yZ/nc/  an  ayf/ircyiliafe  /iZace  : yam/iZfef ),  mayo,  ana/ enylavmyd , ad  we//  ao  ZooZd,  toou/c/ 
fZele  Zioddedd  an  mfeiedf  /ielZia/id  andUd/ttcfec/ at  Zonie , w-Zele  fZey  ale  a/t  f fo  Ze  unc/elva/aea/ 
oi  ovel/oo/ecZ,  ol  fZouyZf  fo  Zioddejd  a mele/y  /oca/  inferedf. 


